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Snorri's Edda were born out of an antiquarian interest on 
13'h century Iceland - within a medieval horizon, that is! 
To the bearers of traditional knowledge, meanwhile, the 
changes brought by Christianisation should have had a 
major impact on their worldview. The end of their gods 
and ancient allies had gradually become.. a fact. As a re-.. 
suIt, even eschatology was modified. By diminishing cer
tain elements of balance and reciprocity (e.g. Clunies
Ross 1994:237ff), the forces of order and chaos became 
increasingly polarized, making a final showdown inevi
table. So, in the last act of the cosmic drama, Ragnarok, 
one's old gods and allies were at least allowed to die the 
heroic death to which they were entitled. 

The idea of a final showdown is naturally not to be 
found in our Viking-age materials, representing an earli
er stage of mythology. However, one cannot deny the ex
istence of divergences within the iconography of our arte
fact groups, comparing the encirclement of Fenrir as seen 
on silver brooches (e.g. fig. la) and the swallowing-scene 
on horse-collars and ringed pins (e.g. fig. 3, 8a:1). It is, 
of course, difficult to decide whether those formal differ
ences depend on mythological ones. As Ulf Drobin em
phasized, in oral cultures explaining a consequence is al
ways the prior goal of a myth. The mythical action itself is, 
however, of secondary importance, leaving room for var
iations (Drobin 1990:98). Keeping in mind that the pos
sibilities for re-arranging the elements of our motif-can
on are completely different from artefact group to arte
fact group, I would rather explain the different conven
tions as two pictorial metaphors, or kenningar (as the Vi
kings themselves would have called them; comp. Nylen 
1962:24, NeiB 2005), which were equal in value. The ken
ningar mentioned serve as pictorial summaries of an oth
erwise orally transmitted myth about Ooinn 's efforts to 
prevent Fenrir from swallowing the whole universe. 

Results and Future Perspective 
As a result of this study, a sacred picture was extracted 
from Late Iron Age animal ornamentation. The conse
quent redefinition of that very motif-structure during eve
ry style phase since Style II is explicable with the help 
of religious specialists who constantly guaranteed obedi
ence to tradition for the ornaments (NeiB 2004). To men
tion an early parallel, research on place-names proved that 
many Migration Era gold bracteates were found nearby 
Ooinn-sanctuaries. As pointed out by runologists, how
ever, some bracteates show corrupted runes and can hard
ly have been authorized by well informed priests (Hauck 
1983:580f, 1985:18; criticised by Birkman 1995:70ff). 
Furthermore, even bracteate-images have been repro
duced on artefacts like relief-brooches (NeiB 200l:l6ff). 
The question is whether our Viking-age representations 
of Ooinn are solely to be explained as 'pirate copies' of 
a sacred picture on profane artefacts. Perhaps, some ob
jects had a religious dimension as well. As one example, 
the pendant with a puzzle picture of Ooinn and his help
ing spirit (fig. 7) was found at the religious central place of 
Odense on the Danish Island of Fyn (Kjcerum 1990:l70f, 
202; S0rensen1992:map). In fact , there is concrete evi
dence that most of the Viking-age pictures presented in 
this study could have been 'legal' copies in the sense that 
we find them on jewellery commissioned by members 
of the leading class, which includes religious authorities 
(NeiB 2005:90). One might picture a wandering or sta
tionary goldsmith being commissioned to translate lead
ing class Ooinn-propaganda to pictures, in the same way 
as contemporary court skalds used to cast it i 11 verses and 
kenningar (2005:94; 2006). Thus, the workshops of the 
finest artefacts in quality and iconography and their rela
tionship to standard products of the Viking Age will be 

the focus of my research to come. 
Finally, in conclusion, when beholding gripping-beast

like leather and textile masks from Haithabu and Novgorod, 
one cannot resist imagining our motif-structures to repre
sent a real-life cult practise (Price 2002:l72ff., 366ff, with 
references). 
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